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"ou the city as New-Y " 
was in the poſſeſſion of the 
American army, great numbers ofthe 
inhabitants were ſeized, accuſed of 


i Bree concerned N 4 . cqpſpi ITASY» 


and; ſeneopriſonets" ined? Connpthi- 
cut. Some were brought "202 trial, 


found guilty, and condemned as 
traitors. Great diſcoveries, it was 
ſaid, were made of plots againſt the 
congreſs, But the'trial of the cul- 
prits was managed with ſo much ſe- 
crecy that nothing of conſequence 
tranſpired ; ſo that many were in- 
duced to believe, that it was an 


- 
* 
2 


committee to * their internal 
enemies, 2 


( iv 9 MW, 
enemies, or prevent them from 
doing miſchief, without alarming 
the body of the people. 3 oy 

The following minutff throw 
a... oh light on the affair They 
were diſcovered (on the late capture 
of Ner- Votk by the Britifh troqys) 
among the papers of a perſon Nh 
appears to have; been; ſecretary to 
alice committee. They: will furniſh 
entertainment to thoſe who with to 
-know the particulars of;this-myſte- 


rious tranſaction. 212 * 442 
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by | Thy 210 na9d IVE Mode 4: enact 
1 400 
Uu LLIER (waiter at the 
5 "VV 'Semjeant's* Arms Tavern, kept 
pt by 
Aldxdiider Sindlhir/r\tat te old Barracks) 


waited upon Joſeph. Smith Eſq. in the 
city, and informed him, that he had ſome 
affairs of great importance to communi- 
cate to him if he could depend upon be- F 
ing ſecured himſelf from danger. Upon 
. which Mr. Smith gave him all poſſible 
aaſurances, that ſo far from being puniſh- . 
ed, he ſhould be conſiderably rewarded if 
* diſcoveries were of any importance. 
Encouraged by this, he ſaid, that a num« 
ber of the inhabitants of the city had met 
for many months at the houſe aforeſaid, 
B that 


(+) * 
that having heard them during his atten- 
dance ſpeak very often diſreſpectful of the 
congreſs, and perceiving them very much 
engaged in writing letters, and remarking 


that they always ſuſpended their conyer- 
ſation or ſpoke reſervedly when he was 
preſent, his ſuſpicions were excited that 
they did not meet merely for entertain- 
ment. On which he concealed himſelf in 
an adjoining chamber, and, among other 


things, heard them ſpeak of an engage- 


ment which had been entered into in that 
and the neighbouring province, to free 
themſelves from what they called the 
damnable oppreſſion, of the congreſs ; 


that he underſtood from their converſa- 


tion, that arms. were diſtributed among 


their partizans, and that a correſpondence 


was eſtabliſhed between them and the 
army, and that they had formed a deſign 
of riſing and making themſelves maſters 


of ſomeof the principal perſonsin the army 


of the American States, and eſcaping to 
Staten Iſland; that he learned from their 
converſation, that a correſpondence for 
vp purpoſe had been 27258 up between 

| | them, 


* | 


(3) 


them, and certain perſons in the Britiſh” 


ſervice, to whom they gave information 


of the ſtate of affairs amongſt us, and. 


from whom they received council and 
money for the better execution of their 
deſigns. Mr. Smith queſtioned him con- 
cerning the names of the perſons who 


met at his maſter's houſe, and learned 


from him, that Mr. Forbes, Garriſon, 
Cockſhall, Burke, and Sebring, were the 
moſt active perſons. The provincial con- 
greſs on receiving this information from 
Mr. Smith, being determined to proceed 
withthe utmoſt caution, ordered aparty of 
men the next night to ſeize Mr. Gilbert 
Forbes, Gunſmith, and to convey him 


to ſafe cuſtody ; accordingly a party un- 


der the command of Capt. Labatteau pro- 


ceeded about two in the morning to the 


houſe of Mr. Forbes, in the Broad-way ; 
ſome of them having forced their way 


into the yard to prevent him making his 


eſcape, the Captain knocked at the front 


door, and demanded admittance, on its 


being opened, and finding the culprit 
was in an upper room in bed, ruſhed up 
* 3 


„ 


(4) 


Air, broke open the door, and ſeized 5 
him before he could meditate an eſcape. 


They then required his keys, which, af- 
ter ſome heſitation, he delivered upon be- 
ing told that what they did was by the 


order of the provincial congreſs; 97 
then conveyed him to an apartment in 


the New Goal, where he was properly 

ſecured. His papers were delivered to the 
provincial congreſs, which met the next 
day, among which were many letters 


and minutes which threw great light on 
- the deſigns of the conſpirators. 


The 
following among many other nene 
ones were read at the board: 


Copy of an Aſociation entered into on 
the 13th of May, 8 


iſt. © We the underwritten — ab 


attached to the glorious conſtitution of 


Great Britain, loyal ſubjects of our gra-. 
cious Sovereign, King George the Third. 
and deeply ſenſible of the miſeries brought 
on this devoted country, by the wicked 
artifices of an ambitious faction, do 
heartily and ſincerely covenant and agree 

and 


(1:43.53: 

and pledge ourſelves to each other by 
every thing that is honourable and facred, 
that we will diligently and faithfully en- 

deavour to reſtore the conſtitutional go+ 
vernment of theſe colonies, and the happy 
connection that once ſubſiſted between 
Great Britain and America. ani 
2d. © That for this purpoſe we will 


zealouſly put in practice every honeſt 


method to inculcate loyalty in the minds 
of the people, to repreſent in their true 
colours the oppreſſions, inſiduous ma- 
chinations, and cruel perſecutions of an 
illegal and arbitrary congreſs, and that 
we will ſeize every opportunity to diſ- 
ſolve their councils, and fruſtrate their 
operations: That every member of 


this aſſociation binds himſelf in the ET 


moſt ſolemn and ſacred manner to be 
faithful to the common cauſe, and to re. 
tam with the utmoſt n _— 
committed to him. 

za. That a committee be vans 
for the tranſaction of buſineſs, and for 


carrying on a correſpondence. with the 


members of this ſociety reſiding in any 


Wee AA 


of the counties of this or neighbour- 
ing provinces; that the members as many 
as can, will meet once a week for the | 
management of our common affairs. 
- 4th. © That no perſon ſhall be ad- 
mitted a member except he pod gant an 
examination with the committee. 
5th. -** Should any member of this of: 
ſociation fall under a ſuſpicion, be taken 
, Priſoner, or ever puniſhed with death by 
our enemies, he ſhall look upon himſelf - 


' - as bound in honour and conſcience not 


to betray any of his aſſociates, or to com- 
municate any nen ſo- 


ciety. | 
NO i al 
ſeriptions and ſignatures eraſed, were alſo 
read at the board. | | 


„My dear Friend, 1181 ' 
Our good cauſe thrives moſt won- 
derfully and providentially hereabouts. 
We have great hopes that the tyranny of 
our cruel taſk-maſters will ſoon be ended. 
he little finger of theſe deſpots is hea- 
vier than the loins of the moſt arbitrary 


1 


miniſtry. They ſhew / their ſuperiority 
only by their cruelty. The people groan . 
under their: oppreſſions, and comparing 
their preſent - miſery with their former 
happineſs and tranquility, long to throw = 
off the yoke. - They plunder our barns; 
enter our houſes; and forcibly take from 
us what we have ſweated and toiled for; 
giving us in return nothing but their paltry 
paper. If we are to be ſlaves, let us be ſo to 
the lion, and not to the louſy dirty vermin 
of New England. We. have had many 
meetings lately, and ſo many are deſirous 
of aſſociating with us, that we are afraid 
leaſt the ſecret might tranſpire by being 
communicated to too great a number; 
we have already two hundred aſſociators 
in this county who have bound them- 
ſelves by the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations to 
fidelity; we are much at a loſs to know 
how to act about the oath of allegiance 
to the congreſs, which tis ſaid they in- 
tend ſoon to impoſe on us. Heaven ſend 
us a ſpeedy deliverance. We are well 
ſupplied with arms, which every man 
keeps hid, to uſe when occaſion ee 


but 


„ 
but we are in great want of powder. The 
drubhing which they had in Canada 
works wonderfully, and if General Howe 
ſhould give them one ſound thraſhing, 
numbers will be ready to fly to his 
protection; depend upon our conſtancy 
and fidelity. Let us know all your mo- 
tions that we may co-operate together, 
This goes by Edward Staggs, a faſt friend 
to our intereſt, God bleſs n 


Diſtreſs County, Y x | BETS, Amen.” 
A 15. 1776. F | 
Numb. IL 


Wy T . yol 20 
We hope that according to your 
promiſe you will have the rifle guns rea- 
dy by Saturday night, as we ſhall ſend a 
boat down under the direction of James 
Clavering, to lie off the old battery, near 
George Harriſon's brewhouſe ; - about ten 
o'clock in the morning he will ſend his 
negroe man Cuff, to acquaint you with 
his coming, ſo that if you can get any of 
our aſſociates who are under arms to 
conceal them in ſome houſe nigh, we 


may 


* 


8 

maß be able ke Glebe ö 25 1 0 
means take care and uſe "great 3 
cautions, for if RR blown up, 
t no mercy. Lt. Steele 


Sy 


we” ſhould meet 
would _ 50 3 . to be 
employed on this ſervice. My love to 
your hs om children, YM 
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1 give you much joy of the death of chat 
arch rebel and firebrand Montgomery, and 
hope e er long. it will be the fats of many 
more. 1 ean t help laughing to ſee the 
long faces of many of my neighbours on 
this occaſion; had I my wiſh their necks 
ſhould be as lang, as their faces: by all 
accounts it has kicked up a devil of an 
uproar. at Carpenters hall, and I ſuppoſe 
ye ſhall very ſoon have another faſt— 
faſt of the fleſh-I mean, for their pious 
paſtors take care to give the ſaints on 
9 


* 


© ſuch occaſions a ſpirityal agli of treaſon 


©: = 4 


% 


and rebellion. My. neighbour Voorhuys 
ſays there muſt haye been treachery in 


the caſe, and thinks that Donald Camp- 
bell is a very good 


hand at a retreat. 
Things g go very bravely on with us. Tbe 


old farmers ſhake their heads, and tay, 


this is not the thing, we long to ſee ſome 


more Engliſh guineas among us. Jabez 5 
Fiſher and I, have taken occaſion. to go 


much among them, and tell them the de- 


ſigns of the congreſs: are all impoſition, | 


that they never ſuffered any thing from 
England, and that we ſhall never be happy | 


ill the old times are reſtored, that old 


John Bull is fouzed at laſt, and that 
what they thought fear or weakneſs was 
nothing but mercy and gentleneſs. We 
now meet frequently ut each others houles, 
drink the King on our 'marrow-bones, 
and confuſion to the cvhgrels ; we have 


fifty names now down ofi our aſſociation 
paper, all ſtaunch hearty fellows, only 


waiting an opportuni nity to ſhew our 


loyalty.” T had an affray lately with one 


of gs: officers, a Capt. Lefferts, who was 
$:2,.0 9192. .7”' quhfrered 


En) | 
| quartered m our nthbourhood.* "He 
ſent a ſoldier the other day to purchaſe 
ſome of my poultry, | I told him I could - 

not ſpare any; on which we villain had 8 
order of his captain, and woula! have 
them. My choler got the better of my 
| prudence, and I puſhed him out of my 
houſe, and ſhut the door upon him. The 
captain waited on me the next day, 
and'aſked me how/T'dared'to treat one of 
the congrefs's ſoldiers and his fervant in 
ſo audacious” a manner. I told him the 
property was mine, and would uſe it as I 


_ pleaſed; he made no anſwer, but went 
away in a paſſion, and foor! returned with = 


a party of his myrmidons, who inſulted 
me in the groſſeſt manner, took away my 
poultry, and broke my windows; I have 
fince applied to the committee for redreſs, 
but could not obtain a hearing, as I fup- 
poſe they partock of the plunder. Such 
is our glorious liberty, or rather the li- 
berty which theſe miſcreants take with 
us. I hope, however, we ſhall ſoon have 
ſatisfaction of theſe raſcals. Honeſt 


Savage 4 


1 * 


Gp 4 


FRE Is here, and ſends his compliments 
to you. Kiſs Betſey for me; my ſpouſe 
defires to be remembered. to you both. 

KA bg 
Your friend and deren, 


Pope, 1776, % 2d Oo 


7 


The provincial cangrefs having taken 
the abaye letters under conſideration, and 
| finding from other ci „ that a 
moſt wicked and dangerous conſpiracy 
Vas formed againſt the liberties of: Ame- 
rica, judged proper to appoint. a, com- 
mittee of enquiry, with powers, to gxa- . 
mine into the nature of it, and to fit in 
wal as in bringing to condign puniſh» 
went ſuch perſon. or. perſons as they 
ſhould find concerned in it. The. fol- 
lowing perlans Was Goa APO 1 85 
WSN wre 10 
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houſe of Mr. Jaſper Drake, and proceeded 


( 38-) 
PRESIDENT. at wd 


| Peter R. r 
J. M. Scott, | Peter Cuntenins, 


Marianis Milben, John Abecl, 
Alex. I" Corn. n 


John Berrian, John Stomtendurgh 


Here. ue, James wenn, 


«fag — aa 


upon buſineſs ; Mr. Abraham Livingſton 


the night before he waited upon Mr. 
—— bis /igprminda in ad 


New Goal; and laying before him in the 


Atrongeſt colours the danger of his fituas = | 
> 2 | 


e M, that — — 


him for his own perſonal ſafety, he wo⁴ 
; diſcloſe matters of great importance: the 
bare. 6s 


_— 


( 14) 


ſoner to be e before them under a 


proper guard. | 

Mr. Forbes We en into their 
preſence, diſcovered great ſigns of con- 
ſternation and guilt, and with a faulter- 
ing voice begged the committee would 
allow him ſome time to compoſe his 
mind. and permit him to have council 
to aſſiſt him in his defence, as he was 
entirely unprepared to anſwer any queſ- _ 
tions, and might prejudice himfelf by d 
his ignorance of the forms N Prac- | 


on in ſuch caſes. 


Preſident. Sir, we ſhall nt l 


ee and juſtice you can expect. The 


queſtions we ſhall put to you are only 
concerning matters of fact, and if you 


wiſh for time only to be better able to 


e and evade, I inform you that | 
your requeſt cannot be granted. Sir, the 
crime. you are charged with is of a moſt 
heinous nature, and you are little entitled 
les, Mr. Forbes, as We have been in 


formed, you are diſpoſed to ſhew the ſin- 


W of * repentance by making an 
* 


| En ZE 
ample. diſcovery, and wiping off your | 
guilt/againſt/ your country, by enabling 
us to detect and avert the miſchiefs you 
intended againſt it, ſuch conduct may 
recommend you to the Nenne and 
mercy, of this court. N 
Priſoner. I beg, gentlemen, Sou il % 
not be; harſh and haſty with me. I am 
ſure I never meant any harm againſt my 
country, but minded the buſineſs of my 
ſhop ; I have been treated very. cruelly, 
torn out of my bed at the dead of night, 
my ſick wife and family alarmed, my 
papers ſeized, and my houſe ranfacked, 
without my knowing why or wherefore, 
and thrown” into a priſon, denied the 
council or aſſiſtance of r or ac- 
quaintance. 
Mr. Mallgen Sir; Sir! | am futpriſed 
you have the boldneſs to ſpeak in this | 
manner before the committee, after what 
you have been guilty of. We do not ſit 
here to hear you criminate, neither will 


ſuch language avail you. Sir, we have 
authentic evidence of your having been 


3 in a helliſn conſpiracy, and we E 


iy were 


1 (0 
were informed that you was deftrous f 
obtaining mercy, by making an honeſt 

and full confeſſion; as a friend; I adviſe 
you to e 48 you * 


pardon. 
Mr. Curtenius. Then you Know no- 


ching, ſir, of an aſſociation? you never 
have received any letters from the country 
containing treaſonable matters? you 
| never met 1 ſuppoſe at the” Ayres 
Arms? 
Priſoner. Indeed, Sana Jam en- 
tirely innocent, I beg you will allow me 
time to prepare for my defence. | 
Mr. M*Dougal, Gentlemen, I would 
recommend that if the priſoner continues 
obſtinate, he ſhould be remanded to pri · 
ſon; we have no time for delay; delays 
are dangerous, gentlemen, the villainous 
deſigns of our enemies muſt be averted 
by ſome ſpeedy examples, no- puniſhment 
can be too ſevere for men who have con- 
ſpired the ruin of us all. | ; 
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* Pede, 1 would adviſe you} Mr. 
WM: 5 Forbes, ſeriouſly to weigh your critical 

1 ö ſituation, and to plead guilty, for we are 
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* 7 
„ * 
in condemning you to the moſt i gnomi- 
nious puniſhment ; if your confeſſion is 
candid and clear, you may in ſome Ws . * 
repair the maſchiefs yon have oc q o·ne d. 
and in the name of this committee I pro- 
miſe you: a fulb and free pardon, if uu 
will diſcloſe the whole without reſerve. 
Priſoner. Now, Si, would you have me 
to:confels, when I know nothing that! 
am guilty of againſt my country. I hays 
aſked. you. for time and to be tried by"# 
jury of my: ys. * your deff 
me. 8 401 | 
Mx. Livingſton. You'are not, Podlg® * 
have you to know, to dictate to the court, 
we are hero to try and judge you by the 
authority of the congreſs. You will mot 
preſume to diſpute, I hope, its autho- 
rity. Serjeant call in Mr. Collier. 
Collier being ſworn he depoſed what | 
he told to Mr. Smith, of his having mt 
at the tavern with Mr. Child; Ro as 
Abrams, &. &c. that Mr. For . F 8 «- 
generally there, and a very active e | 


The” following letter . N 
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friend among ſome other papers; they 


which were raken at Mr. Forbe' ns 


| 1 and I do think that we cannot take 
too much care, that the Wigs do not 
finde us oute, what e are about, as they 


086 


was read. 


— 


406 Gentlemen, 


* eee eee 


have two many on there ſide of the queſ- 
tione, and may take us up. I propoſe 
then for us to meet on Satorday alone by 
ourſelves in the wud near Kingbridge on 
the left hande ſide of the rode from 
Yorke, and that eache man ſhud bring 5 
- piſtal or cutlaſh with him in order to de- 
fende hourſelf, if needfulle. My boye is 
to bringe me your anſwer, and he knowes 
A ng whiche. I have wrote, a | 
SE A: 
en ts 
5 your hum. ſarvant 
3 1 185 n Affictione. 


* 


«+ 


© Prifert Do-you AF theſe letters ? 
Priſoner. They were left with me by a 


were 


- 
x 
* 


& & =: 
vere not Uirefited to me and une noye of | 
my concern. | 


. Prefident. Do you know the writers of” * 


r e + E 


anſwers to fueh queſtions 


(The court having taken into view this 


obſtinacy of the priſoner, remanded him 


into cloſe *confinement.) Jacobus Law- 
rence was then brought into court, 1 


Mr. Livingſton, who ſaid he could give”. 


ſome information nee the 
nine. ' GS, 


Jacobus Liwivrice a” Nath 
Curt. You keep # tavern. at A 
ſcad, mug * 1 
Lawrence. Yes, Sir. ina 
Court. Pray, Mr. Batrrence do you 


your houſe on Sunday the gth of June 


laſt, and do you remember to have heard. bc. 


r of their coverſation Th n 
k 2 


' Priſoner. They were not l me. | 


I em entirely unprepared—E cannot give | 


know the names of the perſons, I think | 
they were fix in number, that dined ar * 


* 


2 


— 


(=) 


Lawrence. There was only five, thei 
names I do not know, but they talked to 
me about lying at my houſe the enſuing 
- _plovering ſeaſon; one of them aſked me 
if I was Whig or Tory? I told him I 
Vas for peace: upon which a ſecond ſaid, 
there never would be peace whilſt ſuch 
men as compoſed the congreſs had the 
command. Upon this I was alarmed, 
and one of them aſked me what was the 
matter ? I ſaid, for God's fake, gentle- 
men, take care what you ſay, the honour- 
—— is not to „ 1 in 
this manner. 9 
Court, Could you not an Mr. 
Lawrence, where: the. perſons lived who 
ſpoke ſo direſpectfully of the congreſs, - 
Laurence. As I am upon my facred 
_ oath, I believe they hve all of them at 
New York, but they were e entire ſtrangers 
to me, | 
Court. Proceed, Mr. 18 and 
inform the court what more paſſed, 
Laurence. The gentleman at the end | 


of the table, whom I took to be a Scotche. 
man, ſeemed to cough, and then took a 
pinch 
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. this 2 Mr 


12 Ds you my ra kt 
any thing more that paſſed 4 7? 
Lawrente. The mirug of the man n ũ 
corner raiſed iny fuſpicions, I emed 00 
be very bufy about my buſiiels; var 
my houlekreper; Jetims, to lifter.” 


CAR: 'Cah 70 n OY 
of 7 een Dl ©1 


| Tarbrence! Ever ts the en of % 


poor” Wife, now eleven years, we have | 
Bed upon the mlt intifiite fogting, atid 
ave no teafoh to doubt heart inge 
thing. Der int 

Court. Well, Mr. denne what did 
Jerhittia her | * 0h 

© Lawrence. She ſaid that one of the mich 
fad, that fellow ſeems to love mdfity, 


ſuppoſe we feel his pulſe on this: conſpi- 
. FACY : as ſoon as the word conſpiracy was 
mentioned me was alarmed, and called a 


me in, W the * were going 
to riſe, m 


” - 


* 
d . 
Ws. 
" Court. 
” "or * 
= 
4 4 * k 
* 


DS „„ 
| Ger. Where do you mean, —into he 
room where the five perſons were? | 


Lawrence. No—into the houſe—I was 
at the door ſerving two cuſtomers from 
North Side, with a ſmall dram of rum 
' _  A-piece:, She took me aſide and told me 
. _ there was a plot, or: ſomething like it, 

| going forward, and ſaid, ſhe wiſhed thoſe 
people were out of the houſe.— I. ſaid, I 
would try them again, and ſo made an 
enxcuſe to go into the room for ſome gin- 
gerbread, which is kept in a cloſet cloſe 
by; upon this one of the men ſaid to me, 
Landlord, we ſhall never have peace in 
America till ſomebody ſerves General 
Waſhington as he meant to ſerve the 


plover next ſeaſon. + \ 
Court. Did the others hear him fay 
this ? 


Lawrence. Yes; and ſeemed to wait for 
my anſwer, I told them by way of draw- 
ing out of them all I could, (by the holi- 
neſs of my oath I meant nothing more) 

I told them, I wiſhed things were as they 


© uſed to be, but J did not fee how any 
| | } body dared to ſhoot ſo great a man as the 
75 General; upon this the man with a ſnuffy 


T | face, 


LED "tm © 


face, jumped up and ſaid there was one 
who could do that eaſy enough; and then 


York currency would not tempt me to b 
acceſlary i I was ſure 10 harm would -baye” * 
pen to me? J aſked; where the New York 
currency. was to come from; I was tald 
Mr. Lott had reſerved/7000k- which was 


to be-diſtributed among thoſe who would 


aſſiſt. I ſaid, aſſiſt, to do hat? they 
ſaid, to murder General Waſhipgton and 


his Excellency was like a ſaint, and the 


Livingſtons, apoſtles, who opened the eyes 


of the people in America, and that I 


ſhould be afraid of being hanged If I. 


was knowingly to hurt a hair of their 
heads; upon this the Scotchman ſhrugged 
up his ſhoulders, and all were ſilent. I 


was deſired to ſtep out, but they ſoon after 


called me in again, and one of them gave 
me ten dollars to ſwear ſecrecy, which 1 
| was that temptnd.taide, but am ＋ Ie 


for it. N ) 
This was the ſubſtance of the evidence. 
* in by Mr. Lawrence. A 
0 Mr. 7: 


aſked me if a good ſum of the old New- 


all the Livingſtons. Upon this I ſaid, that 


— — 


oo 4 


Mac Kefſon then acquaintsd- the 
—— Joſeph Finch waited: at the 
door, who was defirouwobgiing the aogt 
— him eee 
jury or n he would diſcloſe 
matters of much- conſequences: i | 

The committee pledged their honbus 
that he ſhould/ be ſafe,” and: promiſed 
withal a conſiderable reward, if he was 
open and clear in his diſcovery. Finch 
ſaid, he was a Joiner by profeſſion; „and 
was working at the houſe of Gerardus 
Beekman, commonly called Dr. Beekman, 
who being in a good humour; he was 
called up ſtairs, and aſked to drink 
ſome wine; the doctor called him 
a damned honeſt fellow, chucked him 
under the chin, and aſked if he loved his 
Majeſty; he ſaid he would ſlied the laſt 
drop of his blood for him. The doctor 
treated him with a bottle of what he 
called his eight-year-old, and then having 
found him hearty. m the cauſe, carried 
him to the Serjeant's Arms. ni 
Preſident. 


0 


1 
Preſident. What time did this happen? 
inch. About the 2oth of May laſt. 
Prefdint. Do you remember ay perſons 
that were preſent * 
Finch. Yes. There was Mr. Henry 
Foſter, james Matthiſon, Nicholas An- 
tony, Thomas Degruſhe, Henry Carman, 


and many others, whom, if! had time, f - 


could recollect. 
 Prefident. What was "the ſubject of 
converſation ? 

Finch: They talked much that night 
againſt the cruelty of the congreſs, and 
the cowardice and inſults of the New- 
England men, and of their hopes the 
former government would be ſoon re- 
ſtored. PO STO? ee | 

Pręſident. Go on, fir, and tell us what 
you deem moſt material. 

] was ſent ſome time after with letters 
to different parts of the country, encour- 
aging them to union, and. conveying 


money for purchaſing arms and ammu- 


nition. | 
© Preſident. To what "ices were you 
ſent? | 

E Finch. 


coy. 
Finch. To New Rochel, Poughkeepſcy, 
Weſt Cheſter, Albany, and many other 
places. 
' Court. To what perſons were e the 1 
directed! ? | | 
Finch. I cannot at preſent! mention 
them particularly, but I have carried ſome 
to Thomas Fiſher, John Amos, James 
| Savage, Samuel Jenks, and many others, 
with whom 1 had many meetings, and 
much ſerious converſation, upon public 


give Mr. Fi ch time to recollect himſelf, 
and appointed three of their body to meet 
him the next morning, in order to take 
his information more fully and . 
berately. 


James Ming x was then called in, and being 
worn, depoſed. | 


Ming. I by inde: a ſhoemaker, and 
live in Carman- ſtreet, being ſent for one 
day to Jacob Duryee, after paying me 
for ſome work I had done for the family, 
; | Mr. 


«,& } 
Mr. Duryee aſked me what I thought 


of the times. I told him, bad enough. 
He ſaid he wiſſied there never had been u 
congreſs in the world; I told him ĩt might 
be ſo. He then talked much to me of 
the high price of things, and aſked me if 
I did not wiſh to ſee the good old times 


a glaſs of wine, and drank to the King 
and Parliament, which I did too. Ile 


then told me that a number of friends to 
England, would be glad to fee me or any 
other honeſt man, on whom they could 
depend. I told him I would never act 


unhonourably. He deſired me to be huſh, 
and he would propoſe me to be a mem. 


ber; that it ſhould coſt me nothing. 1 


then left him, and went home. 
Mr. Curtenius. Did he ſay nothing to 

vou concerning giving aid to General 

Howe, or information ? Didn't you ima- 

gine that was what he meant, when he 

| ſpoke of the friends to England? 

Ming. No, Sir, nat at that time, but 


whole affair as jt happened. The next 
week 


again ? I ſaid, yes; on which he gave me 


afterwards if you _ pleaſe, I'll tell the 


4 
* 


( a& þ 


week Mr. Duryee and Mr. Anthony 


came to me, and after ſeeing every one 
out of the ſhop, told me I was admitted 
a member of their ſociety. I went with 
them to the Serjeant's Arms, and was car- 
ried into a room joining to the room 
where the ſociety met. 0 

M. Byvanck. Was no oath tendered to 
you ff 

Ming. None but an aſſociation paper 


or bond, 


Mr. . Dougal. Was it this 2 ( Clerk 


| md him the aſſociation 10 _ 


Mr. Forbes” papers.) 47 4 
Ming. Yes, to the beſt of 2 know. 

ledge and remembrance,'the very ſam | 

' Court, What perſons were at ns 

ing? Do you remember the ee M 


converſation ? | \ 


Ming. It was ſomething very violent 
againſt the congreſs, and about _ 


the old government. 


Court. Do you recollect any thing that 
was ſaid about the diſtributing arms, 
21. ee of the D in 


our camp, or __ varying” Guida 


wanne ? 


Hugh no e, 
8 Cooper, Picker, from. | : 


you heard at the Setjeant's Arms? 
Cooper. Being there the 2 1ſt of May, I 


heard John Clayford inform the com- 


pany, that Mary Gibbons was thoroughly 


in their intereſt,” and that the whole 


would be ſafe. I learnt from enquiry 
that Mary Gibbons was a girl from New 


Jerſey, of whom General Waſhington 


ery" fond, that he maintained her 
ge at a houſe near Mr. Skinner's, 
at the North River; that he came there 
very often late at night in diſguiſe; he 


learnt alſo that this woman was very in- 
timate with Clayford, and made him pre- 


ſents, and told him of what n 
Waſhington ſaid. 8 
Court. Did you bear Mr. Clayford fo 


Led thing himſelf This night ? | 


Ming. Ican't ay any things that. 1 ; 


Court, Inform us what converſation, 


1 


(@Y 
Coopor. Yes; that he was the day before 
with Judith, ſo he called her, and that 
ſhe told him, Waſhington had oſten ſaid 
he wiſhed his hands were clear of the 
dirty New-Engianders, nn words to * 
effect. 

Corres, Did you hear no mention made 
of any ſcheme to betray, or ſeize him? 
Cooper. Mr, Clayford ſaid he could 
caſily be ſeized and put on board a boat, 


and carried off, as his female friend had 


promiſed ſhe would affiſt : but all pre- 
ſent thaught it would tbe hazardous, 


PF. 


William Savage, ſworn. | 
Court. Was you at the Serjeant's Arms 


| i nth May? Did yan hae any 


thing of this nature ? FA! 
Savage. I did, and ſs as the laſt 
.gvidence has declared; the ſociety in ge- 


— refuſed to be concerned in it, and 
thought it a mad ſchemo. 15 


Mr. Abeel. Pray, Mr. Savage, ho | 


not you heard nothing of an informa- 


tion that was to be given to Governor 
Tryon ? 
' Savage. 


N 


Savage. Yes; papers and Ivkters were 

at different times ſhewn to the ſociety, 
which were taken out of General Waſh- 
ington's pockets by Pins. Gibbons, and 
2 (as ſhe erer bs. 

red them, aa they weve pur into his 


papers? Ws 
Savage. They kad at te ort. 
copied, and ſent fl 


- Court. Where were ne eat? va 
| what conveyance?> | ET 
' Savage." Dias Mr. Mat. 
Fouts who ſent them on n the 
Ducheſs of Gordon. 2 # 
Curt. Had they no . accounts but 
- thoſe communicated by Mrs. Gibbons. 
Savage. Yes; many other papers and 
letters were read, and I was told they had 
information by an officer, à gentlemati of 
high rank- and diſtinction, near General 
W aſhington, and in his confidence. 
Court. ror ang find out who he was? 
— _ No. 


' Court, 


| 32 ) 

dune B W was hs gee 
e e Dee, 
Savage. By Mr. Vandenberg. 2 
Court. You cannot give any reaſon 20 o 

ſuſpect what officer it wass FN 
Savage. No; I could not learn Mos! it 
was; but wits Eten told thaskt ws a 
gentleman in'Whom' General Waſhington 
Placed great confidence, Valid Telied Hick 
upon. AT: Neffe 2850 
The Court ordered him t6 withdraw, 
and the room th Be cleared.” BRN TAY 
Mr. Livingſton. In my opinion, „ l 
men, we hal better defer examining any 
more witneſſes till we can conſult General 
Waſhington, and 1185 other abe bend 

what has appeared. 

Mr. Scott. 1 think 1 we Tg no time for 
delay, we may run through an examina- 
tion of the witneſſes, as this court is an 
independent one, fr tlit good of the 
public, and 56 Winde "ſhould be loſt in 
coming at the bottom of this horrid 
affair. „nens 101419 +: . ** 
Court. It aka be but juſtice to the 
General, as he is ſome way affected by the 
* | | laſt 


$15 OE 
laſt witneſſes to, apprize him of it, and 
conſult with him, in the mean time the 
other ſuſpected perſons ſhauld be ſeized 
as ſpeedily as poſſible. , 

The court accordingly en till 
| th 26th. 
During this interval the committee 
had many conferences on the ſubje& 
with General Waſhington, and. many 
other officers., They had alſo private 
examinations of the priſoners, Orders 
were iſſued to ſeize the perſons of John 
Wiley, Norman  Ptolomy, Totten and 
Croſsfield ; and information being given 
that a number of the conſpirators were 
concealed at and near Jamaica, Long 
Wand, a party of horſe were ordered to 
take them, under the command of Capt. 
Willett. When they reached Jamaica, 
they found the conſpirators, to the num- 
ber of eighteen, had retired to a wood 
on the top of a hill, determined to de- 
fend themſelves. Captain Willett got a 
ſmall reinforcement, and then ſurrounded 
the eminence where they were poſted ; 
a briſł fire enſued ag guy pcople ap- 

F proacheqd, 


1 


1 

proachecd, fil they obſtinately continued 
to reſiſt, till having loſt one man, and 
others being dangerouſly wounded and 
diſabled, they thought proper to ſurren- 
der, and were bröught eine to wow | 
York. 4 TOY 10 951190119 Hiarpols 
June 29. derte bangen ral e . 
krious confidetation "the number of diff. 
th affected perſotis in the province,” and tlie 
danger of keeping” them dit the city); 
thought fit to ſend tw yo hundred of them 
into Connecticut, to beè kept in the dif 
ferent priſons till they could Se derten 
Conveniently e triul Wits e ile, 


t having / appeared from nk — 


ande and Many circumſtances, that 


David Matthews, Eſq. Mayor of the City, 
was an aider and abetter of the conſpi- 


raty and alſo the principal manager 


of an illegal correſpondence, he was 
ſeized by order of thepliovincial congreſs, 
and committed to the New Goal; on the 
zd of July, the committee again met, and 
ordered James Clayfordicto be brought 

before them, int Q04r9d jon bir” 
. (411.41 ts at 5571 >Hrifton 


The 


. 
Tbernpriſoner being at che bar and 
br nimm „ ſworn, H 173) #114) 
brig Þabowow "(1 
Mr. Mott. told, him, by order. of this 
committee, I inform you that we have 
the cleareſt evidence _ your having been 
treacherouſly concerned jnrobtaining in- 
formation ni papers, relating to public 
affairs, wih, Au delivered to certain 
perſons; tottbengemveyed to the enemy; 
that in priugeꝝ tand, eovenant with Mary 
Gibbons, you, felemiauſly and ſecretly co- 
pied writings of the commander in chief, 
which were after ward ſent to be com- 
municated to the toes America; that 
you in your heart conceivad and propeſad 
a plan to ſeize on the perſom of General 
Waſhington, and carry him off as a ꝓri- 
ſoner to the mercenary) army. What 
have you to anſwier to theſe charges, or 
to ſay why yo ux nnot be N 
— cope wh or D ee 
Preiſneri I labour under every "id: | 
vantage, having no one to ſpeak for me, 
and not being tried by a jury, but I have 
confidence in the humanity of this 
"1 F court 


| 
l 
| 
| 


( 36 ) 
court Ao not be ſevere Wir me. 
gentlemen, nor ſhed the blood of afl in- 
nocent man. I beg that I may hear the 
evidences: - againſt me examined before my 


face. tx Kuben, Dre 


Me. Mulligh. Vou do Hot deferve ſuch 


a favour, wel Art well fatisfied of ' your 


guilt,” and that you ougkt long age te 


have ſuffered Four deſerts. 4360 v 


My. Abe#.” 1 tlünk t i not take 
much time to 're-examine'the-witneſſes; 
not that I have any doubt of lib 
guilt, but to give him no cauſe of c 
plaint at our proceedings 7 
The committee agreed to it, and James 
Myer, Thors Lefferts, and Peter Goff 
were ſworn: They depoſed what has been 
before related, that the priſoner often 
attended the meeting of the conſpirators, 
at the Serjeant's Arms, andithat he uſed 
frequently to boaſtoof his amours with 
Mrs. Gibbons; mat be propoſed with 
this woman's, aſſiſtance to ſeize, General 
Waſhington's perſon, and carry him aff; 
that he ee brought papers and 
oe g detters 


( 7) N 
letters off the General s ta-rthe Jociety, 
which were copied and ſent, a. 
H riſaner, Remember, Mr. — 
upon oath, and that my life depends on 
it. As to my connection with Mrs. 
Gibbons I do not deny it, hut never was 
concerned in any conſpiracy, You muſt 
know; Mr, Gaff, that I only ſaid at the 
faciety; that ſuch u thing as frinng Ge- 
neral Maſhingten night be done, but 1 
neuer agreed to t thought of doing it, 
nor did any / perſon preſent propoſe of 
«viſe it. ei HO HA 994 9 DHA 
- Goff." Yes; you,often-propoledit;..and 
. Mia/HHb- 
bons would; afiſt;-and-they/a 
it, and drank your; healtng gn 
Mr. Byvank: Have you nothing farther 
to ſay in your defence? nch 

Feiner. I have beer treatelt erubiiy, 

wt without jillgeotijury ; it's nothing 
| but 4 ſcheme te 3 innocent, 
unnd get clear of honeff Has 
Cuurti Ir d G pf Me wes are 
guilty; and eu are te be re-manded: 
te le _ from whence you came, 


Fi 


( 83 

and wa xegqmmend to you to; prepare-for 
tat death you deſerve, and to avhigh 
you are condemned by the authority. of 
your country. B nal tig ek 
The priſonen was then very abuſive, 
calling the cout6!tyrants!and i murderers; 
a the guatdihurried hh A y. 2 
- July b. The congreſs: 5eceived an ac- 

| ecang end wtibany; that a budy of Tories 
were detected in a:defignciaf firing the | 
town, and blowing /p the magazines, 
and that ſome of the principal perſons in 
the country were concerned in it. It ap- 
pears that they chaye a correſpondencg 
through theo whale province and meigh- 
houring, colonies „ and: prepoſed to xiſe 
and make themſelves maſters of the for- 
treſſes, and diſarm their enemies. Many 
of them were ſeized in Albany, but they 
would make no confeſſion, and were 
thrown into goale, 18 cuts and. partics 
were ſent out in; gyery county to watch 
and ſecure the, inſurgents, gbaut ninety 
have been taken in Albany and its neigh- 
bourhood. It appeared that & body f 


fifty Tories roſe, at Poughkeepſeꝝʒ and 
attempted 


WS. 


adi area u 
After am obſtinate engagement! in which 
five! bf them were killed, the reſt were 


taken priſoners, and ſent to Ridgefield. 
The congreſs taking thaſe things into 


mature doeliberation reſobued that ſome 
examples ſnould be made; drid accordingly 
ordered that James Clayford under con- 


dered David Matthew late Mayor of.th 
tity to be brought befdre them. 


bk of contempt on the eourt; and iafy 


rid conſpiracy, with powers to aequit er 
puniſh, as evidence ſhall appear!” Vou 
are charged, Bir; with being a principal 
adviſer and Abertor of fehemes againſt 
your country: we hate Hidence of your 
having attended an üttlauwful meeting, 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of overturning 
the preſent conſtitutian, and introducing 
the eld tyranny,” It appears that you 

57 | have 


— dermnation;bſhbuld be ſpeodbly executed. 
ug i he gmmittee met, and or- 


o * 
= 


—— tulngydeoughtiy, cali... 


fected to treat it with detiſionc n 
Preident We ſit here by"the-authority - 
of the people to enquire intoſa moſt ho. 
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( 49 ) 
have kept up a correſpondence with men 
have diſtributed money. in order to pro- 
cure intelligence for them. If you have 


| Prifiner- This how wht ug 
to hurry a man to priſon without letting 


him know his crime, to ſeize his papers 
and put armed men into is houſe, and 
then examine him in a private manner, 
without a jury of his peers, or giving 
him any information of his aceuſers, or 
allowing him to prepare for his defence, 
I ſcorn your mercy, and am ready to 
ſuffer for my Ring and country.— If Fam 
to undergo the formality of a trial, let it 
be in the accuſtomed manner, by a jury. 
Kt: Mar Dragel, — revily'ay 
do you all the juſtice bu can aſk ; but 
we expect not to be b and cavaliered 
in this manner.” We have told you 
the authority by which we act, and if you 
chuſe to examine any witneſſes, or make 

FRED z defence we are ready to hear it. | 
; Priſoner, 


* 


* 


eee es iche, id contitnbions: 


(a) 


| . all dofched will 


thirſting after blood. 
How many fathers have you already torn” 
from their families and tlirown into pri- 
ſon, only for difference ofiſentiment ? If 
muy principles are my crime, I never made 
a ſeeret of being a friend q the King and 
eonſtitutio ni ou kiow yerrſelves that 
the gonſpiracyi Nou talk of is a mere pre- 
tence to puniſh. The people you have 
thrown into/frſon were guilty, of no 
other miſdeeds than meeting in a ſocial 
manner, and expreſſing their wiſhes for 


they could mot hurt yourhen. you gre 
ſurrounded with, ſo, formigahle an army, 
in your ſervice they never; were, mad 
enough to attempt ſo wild a prqject. All; 


. they have done is to declare their opinions 
freely, during, the openneſs of ſociabi- 


by and wine, 146971 Gpſible of no other 
proceedings of. the, ſcietj, and am privy 


tao nao ſcheme pf, ſo mad and, improbable. 
a nature. - You, mnſt. therefore uſe your 


pleaſure, for, de in my conſcience | 
PUNT TOM 4 | | admit | c 
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That he often diſtributed money among 


acknowledge the authority of this com- 


( 4 ) 


admit of any authority in this body, to 


try and confine, by NE 8 
England. . ' 

Court. Call in the HOO of if Mr. 
Matthews doee chuſe to aſk them ary 
queſtions, the court will hear them again 


and give him x a full opportunity. James 


Myers, stepheti Prince, Thomas Lefferts, 
and Peter Goff, were fvorn—They de- 


poſed that they had often ſeen the pri- 


ſoner very active at the Meeting of the 


conprators that the papers gien 
the ſociety by Clayford, were put into his 
hands to be communicated to the enemy 


the members, and encouraged them in 
their oppoſition to the congreſs: that 
they heard him on the 26th of May ſay, 
that the day was not far diſtant when the 
bodies of the congreſs worild be food for 
crows, that he often called the eongreſs 
tyrants, and exhorted the abe to 


union, patience, and fidelity. 


Prifoner. I would not be underſtood to 


mittee, 


| [ 3 OW. 
mittee, but I muſt not even, here, for I 
_ would no where. elſe, ſuffer an act of 
charity to be perverted. I attended 
theſe meetings, I do not deny, out of 
affection to the conſtitution, but never 
- had any notian ſo abſurd as a conſpiracy, 
to be managed. and condudted at a ta- 
vern, in the hearing of waiters and pro- 
miſcuous company: the money I diſtri- 
buted was only gut of benevolence, and 
in pity for the diſtreſs of many of the 
members, who are honeſt men ruined by 
- the times. I hope the congreſs will not 
call this treaſon, I, hope. they will not 
call it treaſon for us to meet and confult 
together for the ſupport. of. gur families, 
cis is all the treaſan we hayg meant, to 
aſſiſt each other, to contribute and com- 
fort thoſe friends to government who. 
were in want . (Here the court in- 
terrupted him, „fn 
Cuuer. If yon have nathing more worthy, | 
of our attention to gffer; but ſuch abuſe 
and bare-faced fallacies, we. muſt order 
oy back to the uw from whence you - 


came, 


| ( 44 ) — 
came. We are convinced of your guilt; 
and recommend you to make a confeſj—- 
ſion and repent of your crimes, Men 
confeſſion may entitle you not only to 

mercy, but if you diſcover ſincerity in 
your reformation, a perſon of your ſta- 
tion and influence, may _ every * 


vour from your country. 
Priſoner. I can receive no favour on 
any ſuch diſhonourable. conditions, . I 


Jo {| 


avow my principles, and ſhall never 
ſwerve from them: but I would entreat 
you to have ſome pity (not on me) 
but on the numberleſs. helpleſs families 
that you expoſe to ruin, by carrying 
away their innocent fathers, huſbands, 
and brothers. I only aſk you for my- 
ſelf to give me an interview with General 
Waſhington, from him I may el the 
treatment of a gentleman. ä 6 | 

Court, You have been uſed with juſtice 
and civility. If you have nothing fur- 
ther to ſay, let the guards convey ' him 
into ſafe cuſtody, and give him every 


thing convenient, 
1 


T4 45 . 
1056 $th The provincial congreſy hav- 
ing received the report of the committee, 
came to # reſolution that David Mat- 
thews, late mayor of the city, having 
been fully convicted, and proved guilty | 
of treaſonable practices, tending to the oY 
ſubverſion of our preſegt blob governs a 


""_ 


ment, deſerves no longer to live, and is 


therefore ſefitenced to ſuffer death as a 
common thalkfat or, on ans — 
Auguſt nett. 22 Fs 
Auguſt 1, The e ages in full meeting 

reſolved to poſtpone the execution of 

the ſentence paſſed on ] David Matthews, 

Eſq. Ane tie, and orgered | him to be car | 
ried into Connecticut, there to be kepe RX. 
impriſoned till further orders. | 
The trial of the other priſoners Was 

alſo deferred, and ſtrict commands given 

to detect, and purſue ſuch as were 8 
concealed, that they might be — | 
in ſafe cuſtody till the'times would ren, 

der it convenient to bring them to trial, 
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